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ENVIRONMENT 

1. Temperature and relative humidity levels should remain constant, within a range of 60-75 F and 40-55%
relative humidity. Environmental conditions may be more (or less) stringent for speci!c types of objects.

2. No natural light is allowed in exhibit areas. All windows and skylights must be covered by shades or blinds.

3. Acceptable light levels are:

4. It is preferred that light !xtures be located outside cases. If incandescent lamps are located inside cases,
the cases must be properly ventilated to prevent heat build-up. Incandescent light !xtures must not be
closer to an object than 3 feet and must not emit excessive heat on an object. Fluorescent light !xtures must

be ultraviolet-free. "e maximum acceptable ultraviolet level on organic materials is 75
microwatts/lumen.

5. To prevent uneven fading, no portion of an object should be covered by another material or object.

GENERAL 

1. All objects must be exhibited in securely closed cases. Special security devices, including locks and

2. Objects may be handled only by persons experienced in handling and installing museum objects. Clean

this will be designated on the Loan Agreement under Special Conditions.

3. Guards or museum sta# members must be in attendance when an exhibit is open to the public.
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CASE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

1. All objects must be exhibited inside cases.

2. Objects may not be placed in contact with each other or touch the glass or Plexiglas of a vitrine; allow at
least three inches between the object and the sides of the case. Objects with !ber or feather fringes, skirts,
or other attachments should be at least six inches from the walls of a Plexiglas vitrine to prevent movement
due to static.

3. Free-standing cases must be adequately weighted with sandbags or a"xed to the #oor to prevent vibra-
tion or rocking should the case be bumped or jostled.

4. Exhibit cases and props should be constructed of materials that are free of acids and emit the least
amount of volatile chemicals.

sealed select woods; metals; glass; ceramics; undyed cotton or linen; acid-free paper and board 

dyes; vulcanized rubber; rubber derivatives; polysulphide adhesives; polyvinyl acetate emulsi!ed resins; 
drying oil paints, oil-based paints; polyvinyl acetate latex based paints; lead-based paints; formaldehyde-
containing products; polyurethane resins and foams; any polyvinyl chloride containing product. 

are recommended in order of preference: marine plywood, exterior plywood with both or one side without 
knotholes, and exterior plywood. 

chestnut. 

vapors. 
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MOUNTS 

1. All mounting materials in contact with objects must be stable.

excessive stress. !e mounts for objects in freestanding cases must not subject the object to undue
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Position

Signature

Name

Date

Exceptions or alternative proposals to these guidelines must be approved in advance by M.T Abraham 
Foundation’s Conservation Department.

Please read these guidelines carefully, sign one copy and send it with the Preliminary Loan Application 
Form A.

5. Objects may not be suspended by their handles, loops, hooks, or strings, no matter their original
purpose. Objects such as textiles, paper, and barkcloth must not be mounted with sharp folds or pleats.
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